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Young People With Cancer 
 
• Cancer is the leading cause of non-accidental death among adolescents and young 

adults in the United States.1 

• Adolescents are poorly represented in research studies to improve their outcomes. 
Researchers included 47-60% of patients 0-14 years of age with cancer into National 
Cancer Institute-sponsored clinical trials, but only 10% of those ages 15-19 are 
represented in such studies. 

• Adolescents and young adults (ages 15-29) are diagnosed with cancer at twice the rate 
of children ages 0-14.2 

• Adolescents’ and young adults’ prospects for a cure are also worse than those of younger 
children.3 Between 1973 and 1992, the mortality rate of adolescents and young adults 
declined by only 33%, which was less than the declines in mortality seen among 
younger children. 

• Top 5 Cancers Diagnosed Among Young People (0-21 years of age) in the U.S. from 
1975-2002:
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1)   Leukemia (25%) 

2)   Brain/CNS (16.7%) 

3)   Lymphoma (15.5%) 

4)   Carcinomas (9.2%) 

5)   Soft Tissue (7.4%) 

• With a few exceptions, adolescents and young adults with cancer have lower adherence 
to treatment regimens compared with younger patients5 and older adults.6 
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